Bacteria as agents of biowarfare. How to proceed when the worst is suspected.
Recognition of an increasing incidence of uncommon pneumonias with a high mortality rate, clusters of cases, or a high incidence of pet illnesses or death should alert medical personnel to the possibility of terrorism with bacteriologic agents. Prompt reporting of such unusual occurrences to the local health department is of paramount importance for early identification of cases, treatment initiation, and institution of preventive measures.